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Special points of in-
terest:

See how much a
sheep costs— Heifer
Project

Apostle Build-What is
it? See Habitat for
Humanity article

Reserve your space-
Memorial Garden

Easter: A 50 day?ééson of joy, not just a day

Pass the peeps and
chocolate bunnies. Easter
has come and gone or at
least that is what our cul-
ture tells us. Weeks be-
fore Easter, stores stock
their shelves with greeting
cards, chocolate bunnies,
marshmallow Peeps and
straw baskets. And as
soon Easter Day has
passed, the unsold marsh-
mallow chicks and pastel
crepe paper is marked
down to make way for
Mother’s Day cards and
gifts for graduates. If we
had any kind of open-
hearted encounter with
the mystery of Christ’s
resurrection, we are not
encouraged by our cul-
ture to allow it to sink in
and ripen in our lives.
Easter comes and for a
brief moment we are
filled with the joy of the
resurrection, then it’s
over right? Wrong.

Although the above de-
scription is surely a com-
mon experience for many
of us, in reality, Easter is
much more than that.
Throughout the liturgical

year, or Church calendar,
the Church sets before us
“seasons” designed to
draw us closer to God
and make us holy. The
Easter season is another
opportunity. In spite of
what advertisers would
have us believe, the
Easter season begins on
Easter Sunday and goes
forward 50 days. Itis an
official season of joy that
bridges the celebration of
the resurrection of the
Lord and the observance
of the coming of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost. The
extended season of Easter
gives us time to admire
and become familiar with
the gift we opened so
quickly on the festival
morning on Easter Day.

The Observance of the
Easter season goes back
to ancient times. The 50
day period following
Easter comes straight out
of Jewish tradition. Pente-
cost, 50 days after Pass-
over, is when the first
Christians (who were Jew-
ish) celebrated the Feast
of Weeks, the Jewish fes-

tival of the first fruits of
the harvest. It was on
Pentecost that the gift of
the Holy Spirit descended
upon the disciples and the
church was born. Chris-
tians embraced that festi-
val and began to celebrate
it in light of Jesus’ life,
death and resurrection.

Commercialism is one
reason many people miss
the major religious sea-
sons. We've allowed the
stores to convince us that
Easter starts when they
put out Easter candy.
Then we all have a sugar
high on Easter Sunday,
then that’s it. The same
thing happens during Ad-
vent, which if you go by
the retail industry’s calen-
dar, it is the Christmas
season. Actively and
prayerfully entering into
the season of Easter,
some Church leaders say,
is simple if we see itas a
continuation of what was
begun during Lent. Lent
is a season of preparation

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1 fore? Do we go to church as a

family? The possibilities are as
endless and varied as our Lenten
promises.

he has prepared for us, or are we
going to go back again to the same
old, like every year? It is certainly a
question worth chewing on this
Easter season, along with one little,
chocolate bunny perhaps.

and Easter can be seen as a sea-
son of implementation. If |
spend Lent trying to learn how
to pray more, by the time Easter
comes | should be settling into a
routine. The Easter season helps
me solidify all that. If I have
tried to learn more about God
in these six weeks of Lent,
maybe What | need to start do-
ing is figure out how to manifest
that with my family in the next
seven weeks. So, do we have a
family night? Do we have family

By rising from the dead and de-
stroying death’s grip, Jesus also
delivers us from our private
deaths. We do not have to wait
for our physical deaths to know
resurrection; we are invited to
new life, here and now. How we
decide to observe Easter ulti-
mately will depend on how we
view and embrace the freedom
and go about growing in Christ

Happy Easter!
He is Risen!
The Lord is risen indeed!
Alleluia!

Susan+

dinner that we never had be-

Summer Sunday

Worship Schedule:

8:00AM H.E. Rite 1
10:30AM H.E. Rite 2

1st Sunday of the
Month:

5:30PM H.E. Rite 3-

Blue Grass Service

and walking in the good works

New Summer Services

Several factors have led to
the decision to offer two
additional Sunday services
over the summer months
and perhaps into the fall.
Happily, attendance at the
10:30am service has in-
creased over the past 12
months. Now, as our be-
loved “snow birds” re-
turned from Florida, our
numbers will continue to
increase at Sunday wor-
ship. We also have many
members who enjoy get-
ting out on the weekends
to enjoy the beauty of our
wonderful mountains for
whom an earlier service
would be helpful, espe-
cially in the summer and
fall. Beyond this is a need

to reach out to the un-
churched in our commu-
nity, so we would like to
offer a service that uses
music indigenous to the
area. After careful consul-
tation with the Worship
Committee, it was de-
cided to offer two addi-
tional services on Sundays
during the months of
June through August.

The Worship Committee
and | are aware that these
additional services will
stretch things pretty thin
for our Acolytes, Altar
Guild, Chalicers, Ushers,
VPOD, Treasure and
Priest. We want you to all
know how much your
service is valued and ap-

preciated and that we
don’t want to wear any-
one out. This is an excel-
lent time for those who
have been thinking about
becoming involved in
serving in any of these
ministries to volunteer. In
August, we will give eve-
ryone an opportunity to
evaluate how these ser-
vices are working out and
determine at that time
whether or not to con-
tinue them into the fall.
As always, your feedback
is welcomed.

Susan+
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St. Clare’s Memorial Garden

The beautiful Memorial Garden and Memorial Wall are an asset and a blessing to St. Clare’s. The garden is for the internment of ashes of our
deceased loved ones and is available to members and non-members. The garden is self supporting and not a deficit to the church budget.

Places may be reserved with the purchase of an engraved space on the Memorial Wall.

Spaces consist of two lines, one showing the name and one showing the date of birth and the date of demise if known at the time of pur-
chase. Date of demise can be added at the appropriate time.

The current cost of acquiring one space on the Memorial Wall is $500.00.

For further information and other options, contact the office or a member of the Memorial Garden Committee: Dick Dillenbeck, Jonathan
Sayer, Buddy Anderson, Jim Savage, Larry Jones or the office.

ST. CLARE’S MSEMORIAL GARDEN
Reservation Form
I/we wish to reserve space9s) on the Memorial Wall. ( Note: 2 lines constitute 1 space)

Please print the name and dates as you want them to appear on the wall. Only 26 characters are al-
lowed per line including letters, numbers and spaces. Example: James Joseph Smith = 18 spaces

NAME

DATE OF BIRTH DATE OF DEMISE ( if applicable)

Please print
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Dates to Remember:

5/4 10am Church Women
United

5/16 11:30am Ladies Lunch

American Cancer Society

Relay For Life

A Team Event to Fight Cancer

EVERGREEN

Parish Life

The Seder celebration in
March was well received.
The proceeds will go to our
commitment for Habitat for
Humanity. We all enjoyed
the champagne breakfast
and the Easter Feast which
has become a tradition for
St. Clare’s. The children
joined in the Easter Egg
Hunt in our Memorial Gar-
den.

May’s parish life chairper-
sons are Fran Smith and

Delores Montgomery. In
May, we will meet on the
16th in the Fellowship Hall
for the monthly ladies
luncheon. We will be treated
to a basket weaving lesson
by Susan Annesi. Please
bring a sandwich, soup will
be provided.

We will host the local chap-
ter of Church Women
United on Friday, May 4th.
The program will be pre-

St. Clare’s Memorial Garden

The beautiful Memorial
Garden and Memorial Wall
are an asset and blessing to
St. Clare’s. The garden is for
internment of ashes of our
deceased loved ones and is
available to all. The garden
is self supporting. Places
may be reserved with the
purchase of an engraved

A

x «
v
RELAY
FOR LIFE
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Society

You can help fight cancer, and honor loved ones who
have had cancer, by joining the luminaria ceremony at the
American Cancer Society Relay for Life of Union County

on June 22, 2007.

You can sponsor a glowing tribute to a loved one and join
a heartfelt ceremony that reminds us of how cancer
touches us all by making a donation and receiving a white
luminaria bag for $5 or a gold bag for $25 or for a $100

space on the Memorial Wall.
Spaces consist of two lines,
one showing the name and
one showing the date of
birth and the date of demise
if known at the time of pur-
chase. Dates of demise can
be added at the appropriate
time. The current cost of
acquiring one space on the
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sented at our church at
10:00am. Following this will
be a potluck lunch in the
hall downstairs. Ladies,
please attend so we can
have a good showing of our
support. Again, | remind
you of the need for fellow-
ship Sunday sign-ups. Please
consider joining with a part-
ner or just yourself and host
a Sunday gathering.

By Connie Carbone

wall is $500. For further
information and other op-
tions, contact the office or a
member of the Memorial
Garden Committee: Dick
Dillenbeck, Jonathan Sayer,
Buddy Anderson, Jim Sav-
age or Larry Jones. Please
see the insert Reservation
Form to reserve space.

Light the Way with Hope

donation you will receive a
torch with an engraved
keepsake plate. This year we
will have a computer pres-
entation with the names and
pictures of those honored
during our ceremony. If you
would like to submit a
photo, please bring it to a

team captain meeting or
mail it to:
angela.puleo@cancer.org.

Pat Seymour will have Me-
morial forms each Sunday
or you may pick up a form
at the office for this very
worthwhile event.
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Habitat for Humanity

Recently, we had a parish din-
ner, a Seder, which was very
well received. The $1,071 pro-
ceeds of the function is to go
to our local habitat project.
This money along with our
individual collections in the
small cardboard houses of
$795.77 will be St. Clare’s por-
tion of an Apostles Build.

In an Apostles Build, 12
churches or coalitions of
churches, come together to
build a Habitat for Humanity
house. They raise the money
and provide the labor and
prayer support to build a house

Children’s Church

Our children have been very
busy in Sunday School with
lessons on “We Are All
Ministers” learning that we
all have a place in the wor-
ship and ministry at St.
Clare’s.

For Palm Sunday our lesson
was “Jesus’ Last Week.” On
Easter Sunday: “Christ is
Risen” and the Second Sun-
day of Easter, the lesson
was “The Church Worships

Heifer Project

The children are overwhelmed
at your generosity in filling the
baskets on Palm Sunday and
again on Easter Sunday. Con-
tributions to the Heifer Project
as of April 12th totaled $646.
The children with help from
Outreach will choose our Pro-
ject and will decide what
money raising projects to
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in partnership with a local fam-
ily and the local affiliates. They
show God’s love by building
houses in their community.

There are other ways to help
them raise more money for the
house. Save your old cell
phones & any old ink car-
tridges. There is a box outside
the church secretary’s office to
collect them. Also, if you want
to give a charity gift in a family
member’s or a friend’s name,
cards are available, just see
Connie Carbone!

Desperately Needed:

Volunteers for Sunday
School and Nursery Assis-
tants!! Please contact B.J.
Cutts or Carlene Dockery.
Volunteers will be required
to take the diocesan course,
“Safe Guarding Our Chil-
dren” either on-line or at a
parish
class, to be

L scheduled.
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» Just A
Reminder:

Now is the
perfect time
to sign up
to provide
flowers for the altar for
upcoming Sundays! This
is a wonderful way to
honor loved ones or to
celebrate birthdays and
anniversaries! There is a
chart on the wall in the
Narthex for sign up.

the Risen Lord.” On Easter we
all said BIG Alleluias!

Beginning on April 22nd and
through May 20th, the children
will be studying the unit on
Saints of the Church. Here is a
list of the Saints we will study
and who will be teaching:

4/22 Patrick of Ireland-L. Davis
4/29 Benedict of Nursia-BJ Cutts
5/6 Francis of Assisi-J. Wedemeyer
5/13 Clare of Assisi— BJ Cutts

5/20 Julian of Norwich-A.
Duryea

Pentecost is Sunday May
27th. The lesson will be
“Communion of Saints”
taught by BJ Cutts. On

that day the children of the

church will provide Fel-
lowship and we celebrate
the church’s birthday with
cake and ice cream.

B.J. Cutts
to undertake in order to con- Water Buffalo ~ $250
tinue to support Heifer Project Goat  $120
International which is located _
in Little Rock Arkansas. For Chickens$20
your interest, these are some of  Dycks  $20
the Heifer Project Prices:

e Heifer Project Prices 3 Rabbits $60
Heif 500 .
eifer 3 Pig  $120
Sh 120 .
eep $ We will keep you
Llama  $250 posted!Ansley, Brook, Emily,

Macey, & Sean

Children’s Easter Events

A thank you to Ms. Carlene for
flowering our crosses for Easter
Sunday. They were beautiful.
Also, thank you to the members
of our parish who provided
Easter Eggs. We had such a
good time at our Easter Egg
Hunt. No one got sick eating
the goodies!

Love,

Ansley, Macey, Olivia & Sean




St. Clare’s Episcopal Church

1272 Ledford Drive
Blairsville GA 30512

Phone:706-745-0607
Fax: 706-745-2498
E-mail: stclare@brmeme.net

We are on the Web!

stclare.episcopalatlanta.org

Those Who Serve— May

Acolytes Chalicer VPOD If you serve, please re-

May 6 Sean Duryea, Ansley Dyer & May 6 Mary Beth Wiles May 6 Jim Savage view your weeks and if
B.J. Cutts ) you are scheduled to

May 13 Sandy Bell May 13 Mary Beth Wiles serve and are unable to

May 13 Billy Clayton
May 20 Dick Peck
May 27 Pentecost

May 20 B. Brazil May 20 Leslie Davis so do, please try to find

May 27 C. Dehler May 27 Buddy Anderson someone to full in for
you and then notify the

Lay Eucharistic Ministers  Children’s Sunday office as soon as possi-

Leslie Davis, Crucifer o
May 13 Higgins to R. Frye School Teachers ble so changes can be
N. Clapp & T. Dockery- May 27 Serra to R. Beaver May 6 Jane Wedemeyer made on the master
Torches schedule and bulletin.
. Ushers May 13 B.J. Cutts
Alter Guil, i
May 6 Herb & Betty Bruce Hoover May 20 Alice Duryea
May 6 M.L. Thurman & i
d G.S May 13 Bob & Elva Hinnant May 27 B.J. Cutts It atall pO.SSIbIe.’ please
. Scott do not wait until the last
May 13 N. Dell & S. Gibson May 20 Paul & Nancy Pearson minute to notify the of-
May 27 Jonathan Sayer fice.

May 20 C. Brazil



